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De Careful, Make no Mistakes.

Enrroit Advocatic: Tho order of the
Farmers' Alliance ami Industrial 1'nlon
In making accretions at an almost iitipur-allelc- d

rate, but It must be careful an to
Ita modes of procedure or disintegration
will begin at out? end before tho work of
organization la completed at tho other,
and It will fall to tho ground to become, a
reproach to its friends and a d to
scoffers.

Hear with me, if you please, whllo I
call attention to tho principal abuse which
led to this movement and then to tho er-

rors wo may fall into in attempting to
combat this abuse:

"Wo must not forget that tho chief
troubles, T do not Bay tho Hole troubles,
but chief troubles with which wo have
been accursed have been tho inadequacy
of tho wagea and prices wo have been
forced to accept and tho extortionate
prices wo have been forced to pay in our
dealings with a class who havo secured
tho advantage. And wo must not forget
that this prlco inequality las only been
wrought through combinations that the
railroads and telegraph companies ami
banking corporations and manufacturing,
mining and jobbing establishments have
been enabled to overchargo and un-

derpay U8 until they have entered into a
Bolld compact, ono with the other, bo to
do that tho murder of competition has
necessarily preceded extortion.

Neither must wo forget that had it not
been for combinations and tho suppres-
sion of competition we would havo bought
and Bold at natural prices, that is, the
prices the law of competition dictates,
and would not now bo in debt, but on the
contrary would bo free of debt and sur-

rounded with all the comforts an indus-

trious and ingenious people abiding in a
bountiful and productive region had a
right to expect.

We will then be prepared to perceive

that our leading efforts should be direct-

ed necessarily toward the abolition of the
combinations and the prevention of their
formation In the future, and that it is a
mistake to allow ourselves to be switched
off into issues that havo not this direct
object In view.

Now, wherein aro wo liable to go
wrong?

The farmers will make a mistake if

they attempt to form combinations among

themselves, in Imitation of the present
monopolists, for the purpose of limiting

the supply or controlling the prices of

their products. Why? Because, in the

first place, they are not in a position to

succeed, and in tho second place, if they
1 did succeed what would become of the
I mechanics, laborers and others who could

f

not combine? Somebody must bo tho
victim of the combinations. No Blr; let
us come out and say: "Natural laws are
good enough for us. Competition will do.
Tho provision which (Sod has created
cannot bo improved upon; neither can it
be violated without injury to ourselves,
ami. serious Injury at that; consequently
wo will suppress that Instrument of

and oppression, tho combine, and
restore to its full function and force tho
natural law of competition." Then let us
act i,. accordance therewith and we will
not bo making a mistake.

Let us go further. Tho farmers will
make a mistake If they attempt to set
themsleves up in opposition to the mer-

chants of their towns. Theso are tho
reasons. First, the retail dealers have
not entered into combinations ft)rhe pur
pose of taking advantage of tho farmers.
On the contrary they havo kept aloof from
combinations and are as much tho victims
of existing combinations as are the farm-

ers and would bo as much benefitted by
tho suppression of the combinations as
would bo tlie farmers. This is proven by
tho fact that 00 per cent of tho retailers
fall at some time during the period of
their lives. We must go back of the re
tall merchants to llnd those who have
been guilty of entering Into the trusts and
combinations, back to tho railroad maua
gers, mining corporations, elevator ring
Btors, beef packers, manufacturers and
jobbers. They are the guilty parties and
their extortions have been as disastrous
to tho retail merchant as it has been to
tho farmer. No, it is further back than
the retail merchant of tho neighboring
towns that we must go to find tho actual
enemy.

The second reason why tho farmers will
mako a mistake in antagonizing the
merchants of their towns is that tho
friends of this movement cannot afford to
estrange a body of men who, if enlisted
with them, would prove to be a most im

portant adjunct to tho cause. Wo have
a hard fight to make, a powerful enemy
to confrout, and we need the companion
Bhlp, the influence and tho votes of the
merchants and honest business men of
our towns. We need their assistance and
tho assistance of all others who aro not
allied with tho monopolists and consist
ently work with us.

Another reason why the farmer Bhould

not attempt to crowd out tho homo mer
chant is that no good reason can bo as
Bigned why the present act of merchants
Bhould be crowded to tho wall in favor of
another Bet of men who would soon occu
py the same relationship to the farmers
that the present merchants do. Timt
such would Ve the case cannot be denied,
for as a rule men prefer to confine their
operations ti some one vocation of their

choice and those who undertook It would
soon tiro of mixing farming with mer
chandising.

Ami now for mistakes that may be
made in another direction.

Those make a mistake who Imagine
that currency reform legislation Is all
that is needed to relievo us of the moun-

tain of evils with which wo are environed.
We need currency reform, that Is true.
We need more currency, sulllclent for
tho business wants of the country. And
It should be supplied to tho people with
out the Intervention of any preferred class
who mny reap a profit in getting it into
circulation, lint when wo have secured
currency reform what havo wo done?
We have struck a blow at only a fraction
of the evils of which we complain. We
have done nothing to prevent Armour Co.

from manipulating tho meat markets, or
to prevent the railroad companies from
charging all the traffic will bear or to pre-

vent tho numerous and mighty trusts and
monopolies of the country from soon rob-

bing tho people of every advantage they
had gained through currency legislation,

thereby leaving them In as bad acondltlon
as ever. Wo havo dona nothing of tho
kind, henco I say those make a mistake
who imagino (and there are U number
who do) that currency reform legislation
Is all the legislation we noed at the pres-

ent time.
Another mistake that the alliance, as an

organlzafion, may mako Is to commit

its'df to tho favor of penal legislation
against the monopolies and trusts. Penal
legislation Is no good. It is the old way,
I know, but because It Is an old way of
dealing with extortioners and has never
beeu a success where tried, it ought, as a
reform reason, to bo abandoned. It is tho
plan popular, too, with Bomo of our sena-

tors and representatives, but bo aro a great
many other plans that are advanced rath-

er to satisfy the popular clamor than to
hurt tho enemy. Wo should try some-

thing that will bring results, something

that has been proven to be a success where
it has been tried and Is fitted from its na-

ture to be a Buccess again. Such a plan
Is tho taxing plan, It would work.
Given tho taxes to be bo arranged as to
discriminate against the combinations and
we would witness tho abolition of all tho
monopolies, bo they landed, railroad,
mining, beef packing, manufacturing or

what they may be, In tho commonwealth
In which the tax was Imposed. Tho alli-

ance would make no mistake In com-

mitting itself to the tax plan. When it

became law the people could rest easy.

Tho monopolies would havo to go. As

this plan is suited to become a Rtate rath-

er than a national measure It would bo

wisdom on the part of the "'joce In

ivansas ip une 11 .w r

cy ,

I have now called attention to some of

the errors that the people of tho alliances
are liable to fall Into in their endeavors to
provide for the betterment of their con-

dition. Hut I do not do so in a spirit of
criticism. Far from It. There Is not an
Individual In tho order more desiroim
than I am to hco tho people relieved from
their present enthralmcnt. Besides, I
havo felt tho Bting of existing condition
and have children coming to man and
womanhood and I welcome that which
sheds a promise tome ami mine In tho
future. What I would do Is to add
something that will serve, not to be a
form of reproach, but to put earnest men
upon their guard. I would do what I
can to persuade them to keep their bat-

teries pointed Incessantly and unflinch-
ingly toward the real enemy and not to
Jeopardize their chances of success by
being led off to war with friends or to
maneuvre against phantoms. I would
further persuade them to believe and to
act upon the principle that tho best law
of all laws is the natural law, that tho
greatest evil of all evils Is thnt which con-

sists of an obstruction to tho natural law
arnl that tho only reform fitted to confer
any real and lasting benefit Is that which
looks to tho removal of whatever obstruc-
tion there may be to the freo play of tho
natural law. Uollevlng and acting upon
this principle, they will make no mlstako.

W. V. Marshall.

13 MR. MILLS INFALLIBLE?
Written for Tim Advocate.

It has pleased the Kansas City Time to
Bay that "Tho article of Mr. Mills on tho
tariff In tho North American Iicricto Is tho
ablest contribution to tariff literature that
has appearod for somo time. As an
answer to Mr. Maine It is conclusive, and
as an exposition of the necessity of tarW
reform It is unanswerable. Mr, Mills has
fairly earned tho right to a place In tho
front rank of democratic statesmen."

In tho face of such a reputation as that
enjoyed by Mr. Mills, It may bo pre-

sumptions and foolhardy for a "nwre no-

body" to attempt to question tho logic or
traverso the conclusions, employed and
arrived at, by Mr. Mills In the artlclo In
question. Yet; at tho risk of being
laughed at for, my pains, I shall venture
to endeavor to Bhow that his logic Is lanto
and contradictory aud his conclusions un-

warranted by tho facts in tho case.
In tho outset, one not In possession of

inai wisuom wuicn oeiongsio stateman-Bhi- p,

may reasonably Inquire if, as Mr.
Mills flays "We can hold our own market
against tho world" what benefits can pn t
slbly accrue to foreign Nations, byaoJit?
of their free admiaslon toa.jriudrjjr, s'l

which , .lot pwiW' rr.i:r!i'.s' t.
ry. cWMJui h vy" n


